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Publicity that makes 
a difference
Each minute you invest in publicity shows direct results in Friendship Trek enrollments.
Good publicity increases preregistrations and lets you make more accurate decisions
about supplies, space, snacks, and volunteers. Put publicity at the top of your list with
prayer and recruitment, and keep it there.

Marketing experts say people need to hear or see information at least seven times
before they respond. This becomes even more important when you consider the busy
lives of families. Remember, first impressions are lasting ones.

Reach out to families 
early & often
• Announce VBS dates early and often.

• Add Friendship Trek information to Sunday bulletins and
church newsletters six months ahead of time.

• Send preregistration invitations to member children and previ-
ous VBS attendees.

• Put registration forms where parents will see them—around
your church; in neighborhood stores; and at doctor, dentist,
and orthodontist offices. Hand them out at baseball games,
parks, the library, the swimming pool, and other places where
kids and their families go.

• Take registrations by phone, on your church’s Web site, by
mail, and at the church office. 

• Set up a table during weekend worship services to take regis-
trations and answer parents’ concerns.

• Add the church’s office number to all publicity pieces. Make
sure that everyone who answers the phone has registration
forms. Set up the phone message system or answering
machine with a special Friendship Trek greeting to take mes-
sages when no one is in. Return calls promptly.

• As registrations come in, add children to your database so you can sort by
both alphabetical order and age/grade to prepare lists for registration day.

Make a publicity plan
Choose your best publicity strategies and list completion dates in order as a Publicity
Plan. If you like, recruit a Publicity Coordinator to manage these efforts.
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Calling all hikers

track it!
setting up Friendship
Circles, pp. 127–129

registration day, 
pp. 128–32

Friendship Circle Sign In & Out
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Circle Guide:__________________________ Date: ___________________
Child’s Name Brought by Time Picked up by Time

D
e
a
r P

a
re

n
ts,

M
y nam

e is ________________________________, and I am

leading your child’s sm
all group this w

eek. O
ur group is called 

a Friendship C
ircle, and I am

 the C
ircle G

uide. You w
ill sign

your child in and out w
ith m

e every day.

W
e begin our day w

ith other Friendship C
ircles at the Trailhead

for an energetic opening w
ith m

usic. 

A
fter opening, w

e divide into groups and go to five different

rotation sites in the next tw
o hours: C

am
pfire Bible Stories,

Buddy’s Bible C
hallenge, Survivor G

am
es, Backpack Snacks,

and W
ilderness C

rafts. Finally, w
e m

eet again at Friendship

Sum
m

it to sing, pray, and close the day.

It’s going to be a great w
eek, and I’m

 excited to help your child

get to know
 Jesus, our Forever Friend. I look forw

ard to seeing

you each day w
hen you sign your child in and out of Friendship

Trek. Please let m
e know

 if I can help you in any w
ay.

Your C
ircle G

uide,

Publicity Plan

Strategy Due 
date

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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