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Decorating common areas
Decorate entryways, hallways, doorways, bulletin boards, and other common areas
with theme items such as hiking supplies, forest scenery, pictures of Jesus, our best
friend, and pictures of your hikers and leaders.

Hiker’s paradise
Turn your entire facility into a fun summer camp environment. 

Supply depot. Make a display with an inflatable rubber raft, a canoe or kayak plus
oars, rolled-up sleeping bags, backpacks, coolers, camp stools, and camping
lanterns. Add hiking boots, walking sticks, and colorful rolled-up ropes. Set smaller
groups of items in corners of common spaces. 

Welcome banner. Make a large banner that says “Friendship Trek Trail” and hang it
over the entryway to your facility. 

Friendship mountain. Save large, empty food-service cans after cleaning them. Set
cans upside-down one on top of another to make a mountain. Set up the cans in a
central area of your facility. Tape a picture of Jesus on the top can. On the can
directly below, use a permanent marker to print, “Jesus, our Forever Friend.” Add
your name and a few others to green self-adhesive notes and attach them to the cans
to make your mountains green. We found some tree-shaped self-adhesive notes that
were perfect! Invite kids to add their names too.

Hiking buddy. Make two friends to greet kids as they arrive at Friendship Trek.
Follow these directions for each one. To make the body, turn a paper bag upside
down and poke an empty paper towel tube in each side for arms. Stuff the body with
crumpled newspaper and staple the open end shut. To make the head, stuff a smaller
bag with newspaper. Twist and tape the open end of the bag to form a neck. Make a
hole in the top of the body and insert the neck. Tape to secure. Glue construction
paper eyes, nose, and mouth to the head to make a face. Add yarn hair and a base-
ball cap or hiking hat. Make two thicker rolls of newspaper and staple them to the
bottom of the torso as legs. Add a T-shirt, hiking shorts, and shoes to complete the
friend. Sit your new buddy on a lawn chair in a prominent place near the entrance to
your facility.

Color-It-Yourself Mural. Hang the mural on a hallway wall. It’s available in
the 2008 VBS Catalog. Set a bucket of markers or crayons nearby to let kids
make it their own.

Forest finery
• Place undecorated Christmas trees wherever you have space. Place

potted and artificial ferns and pine cones beneath the trees to mimic
the forest floor. Attach small bird ornaments to the trees or suspend
them from the ceiling.

• Play Forest Sounds from the Clip Art, Song Lyrics & More! CD or one of the
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Decorating to-do list
List items to purchase, borrow, or make. Estimate the time each project will take and recruit help, if
needed. Assign tasks and schedule work times.

Purchase:

Borrow:

Make:

Call:

Hard-to-find items

Freebies:
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